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"A LEGISLATIVE NEWSLETTER FOR THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MAINE 
I s s u e  #I». May 5 ,  1 9 7 7
R eb ecca  S a rn a , A c t io n  C h a irp e rs o n  F l o r e n c e  .Hoar, E d i t o r
Human R esou rces  
K a th ie  W e ib e l ,  C h a irp e rso n
On A p ril  1 3 ,  th e  League t e s t i f i e d  a g a i n s t  LD 933*. a  b i l l  wfcch 
would r e q u i r e  an a d v is o r y  referendum  to  d eterm in e  th e  so n tim e n ts  o f  
the. Maine p e o p le  c o n c e rn in g  th e  ERA* What a t  f i r s t  .was e x p e c te d  to  
be a t i r e d  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  th e  l a c k l u s t e r  a tte m p t a t  r e p e a l  l a s t  y e a r ,  
tu rn ed  i n t o  q u i t e  a show w ith  s i g n s ,  b a b i e s ,  e t c .  packed i n t o  th e  
sm all  c o n f e r e n c e  room* 'The AAUW, LWV and P at Ryan o f  th e  Maine Com­
m is s io n  f o r  Women looked l i k e  s t a i d  o ld  women compared t o  th e  r e s t  o f  
th e  m elee* However, s t a i d  o r  n o t ,  th e  argu m en ts, p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o s e  
o f  Judy P o t t e r  o f  th e  Maine Law S ch o o l had l e g a l  m e r i t  t a t h c r  th an  
em o tio n al a p p e a l .  S e v e r a l  members o f  th e  S t a t e  Government Committee  
m entioned to- me t h a t  th e y  were t i r e d  o f  th e  some show y e a r  a f t e r  year,,  
Th e Committee, has re q u e s te d  from th e  A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l*s  O f f i c e  an 
o p in io n  o f  w h ether th e  ERA can  be 'recindod once i t  i s  p a s s e d ,  (The 
U, S , A tto rn e y  G en eral has a l r e a d y  ad v ised  i t  can n o t b e . )  At p r e s e n t  
I t  lo o k s  as i f  th e  b i l l  m ight r e c e i v e  a unanimous ”ought n o t t o  p a s s ”
Tjsstimorjy o f . th e  League o f  Women V o te rs  o f  Maine on LD 8 2 1 ,  Ah 
Act to  C l a r i f y  Sex  D is c r im in a t i o n  in  th e  Maine Human -High t s  A c t :  
b e f o r e  t h o . H uraan R esou rces  Com m ittee.
G iven-by R ebecca L . S a rn a ,  A c tio n  C o o rd in a to r  f o r  th e  LWV o f  Maiim, 
May 3 ,  197 7
I  am Rebecca. S a rn a  Speaking on b e h a l f  o f  th e  League o f  Women 
V o te rs  o f  M aine, Our o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  seven l o c a l  and a r e a  
Leagues and h as  a p p ro x im a te ly  600  members s t a t e w i d e .  League r e a c t i o n  
to  th e  Supreme C ou rt r u l i n g  i n  r "n vs„ G i lb e r t  was s t r o n g .  The League  
o f  Women V o te rs  in  W ashington r a s e e r i z o d  th e  r u l i n g  as “’ . . . a  m ajo r  
s e tb a c k  i n  e f f o r t s  to  a s s u r e  e q u a l i t y  f o r  women” and . . . a  s e r i o u s  
blow to  c i v i l  r i g h t  s . . . w h i c l i  has s e r i o u s  n e g a t i v e  ra m if  i c a c i o n s . ”
Tile League h as urged th e  C on gress  and to d a y  u rg e s  th e  Maine L e g i s l a ­
t u r e  to :  remedy t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  as q u ic k ly  as p o s s i b l e .
Women’ s c a p a c i t y  to  become p re g n a n t  has s e rv e d  as a h i s t o r i c a l  
b a s i s  f o r  job d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  Employers have used p o t e n t i a l  p r o g -  , 
nan cy as an excu se  to  r e f u s e  to  h i r e ,  t r a i n  and promote' women, to  r e ­
gard  them as t r a n s i e n t  w orkers and to  pay them lo w er b e n e f i t s  and 
w ages. Tho Supreme S o u rt on December 7 found t h a t  t r e a t i n g  employees  
t e m p o r a r i ly  d is a b le d  by c h i l d b i r t h  o r  a c o m p li c a t i o n  o f  p reg n an cy  was 
NOT s e x  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  Wo say  t h a t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  p re g n a n t  
worn en i s  s e x  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  i t s  p u r e s t  form , and wo a g re e  w ith  
th e  to n  U. S . Congressmen who i n  a s ta te m e n t  on December 8 d e c la r e d  
t h a t  th o  C o u r t ’ s d e c i s i o n  ” . . .  c l e a r l y -  and in e s c a p a b ly  g i v e s  j u d i c i a l  
s a n c t i o n  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  women” and t h a t  ”th e  C ourt i n v i t e s  
em ployers to  d i s c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t  women w o rk e rs” .
TH E MAINE ACTION
Wo urge you t o  amend th e  'Maine Human R ig h ts  Act t o  make i t  
cryste^l c l e a r  t h a t  p r o h i b i t e d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  on th e  b a s i s  o f  so x  i n ­
c lu d e s : th e  /bases s<o f  p r e g n a n c y /  c h i l d b i r t h  and r e l a t e d  m e d ica l  c o n d i­
t i o n s .  /Women so a f f o c t o d  slia .ll be t r e a t e d  th e  same f o r  a l l  employ*- 
mont r e l a t e d  p u rp o s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e c e i p t  o f  b e n e f i t s  under f r i n g e  
b e n e f i t  p ro g ram s, as o t h e r  p e rs o n s  n o t  so a f f e c t e d  but s i m i l a r  i n  
t h e i r  a b i l i t y  o r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  work. T his  l a s t  is .  c r u c i a l .  Women 
can n o t a f f o r d  to  be w ith o u t d i s a b i l i t y  p r o t e c t i o n  an;/ more th an  men 
c a n . Most women -  10% -  work b e ca u se  th e y  m u st. T h e y ta r e  e i t h e r  th e  
•sole wage e a rn  o r  o r  m a r r i e d - to  men e a rn in g  l e s s  th an  $7000 p e r  y e a r *  
They can n o t a f f o r d  l o s s  o f  p a y ,  l o s s  o f  s e n i o r i t y ,  a lo w er job and 
s a l a r y  l e v e l ,  o r  t o t a l  l o s s  o f  jo b ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w ith  th e  f i n a n c i a l  de­
mands o f  h av in g  a young c h i l d .  N e i th e r  should s o c i e t y  be f o r c e d  to  
p ic k  up th e  ta b  i n  th e  form  o f  w e lf a r e  b e n e f i t s  when in s u ra n c e  i s  
a v a i l a b l e  a g a i n s t  l o s s  o f  work t im e .
Wo do n o t a g re e  t h a t  bu sin osb  can n o t a f f o r d  to  pay p re g n a n c y -  
r e l a t e d  d i s a b i l i t y  b e n e f i t s .  Companies should n o t be a b le  to  o f f e r  
gen erous b e n e f i t s  to  t h e i r  m ale employees i f  th e  p r i c e  i s  to  be no 
p r e g n a n c y - r e l a t e d  b e n e f i t s  f o r  women. G en eral E l e c t r i c Ts p l a n ,  f o r  
exam ple, c o v e r s  s p o r t s - r e l a t e d  i n j u r i e s ,  a ttem p ted  s u i c i d e ,  v e n e r e a l  
d is c a .s e ,  d i s a b i l i t i e s  in c u r r e d  w h ile  com m ittin g  a.' c r im e ,  p r o s t a t e  d is  
e a s e ,  c i r c u m c i s i o n ,  h a i r  t r a n s p l a n t s ,  v a se c to m y , e t c , ,  w h ile  e x c lu d in  
p r e g n a n c y - r e l a t e d  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  D i s a b i l i t y  p l a n s ,  where th e y  e x i s t ,  
sh ould t r e a t  -women and men e q u i t a b l y ,  A number o f  l a r g o  companies  
such as IBM and Z cro x  have v o l u n t a r i l y  i n s t i t u t e d  p la n s  t h a t  do j u s t  
th a t ,  and have found t h a t  doing so i s  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e .  C o sts  a r e  sm all  
F o r  CtS i t  would have boon l o s s  th a n  1 / 5  c e n t  p e r  h o u r o f  wages p a i d .  
In  Maine, e s t i m a t e s  run from 2 / 5  c e n t  to  1 2 / 5  c e n t  p e r  hour* And 
t h a t  c o s t  can bo o f f s e t  by n o t  'having to  r e c r u i t ,  h i r e ,  and t r a i n  new 
em ployees.
Th o League i s  opposed to  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p r a c t i c e s  a g a i n s t  women 
We su p p o rt eq u al o p p o r tu n ity  f o r  women. We b e l i e v e  LD 821 a d d re sse s  
th e  v e r y  h e a r t  o f  th e  i s s u e .  We s t r o n g l y  urge yo u r s u p p o r t .
Thank you.
p a g o  2
LD 1 1 9 $ s  Funding f o r  th e  Maine Human R igh ts  Commission.
The League t e s t i f i e d  i n  SUPPORT o f  t h i s  b i l l .  I t  c a l l s  f o r  $ 3 5 * 0 0 0  
to  r e p l a c e  money which th e  EEOC j u s t  c u t  from t h e i r  b u d g e t .  Tills 
money would fund two i n v e s t i g a t o r s  and one s e c r e t a r y ,  and would a ls o  
h elp  s t a f f  f i e l d  o f f i c e s .  I t  would h e lp  red u ce  th e  b a ck lo g  from 6 
months to  3 m onths.
New HR B i l l s  o f  i n t e r e s t s
LD l 6 l 2 ,  .In Act to  T r a n s f e r  th e  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  A d m in is te r in g  
and e n f o r c in g  th e  Human R ig h ts  A ct to  th e  A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l ,  C a r r i e r  
o f  W estb rook .
This t r a n s f e r  w i l l  e l i m in a te  any p o t e n t i a l  f o r  l e g a l  s u i t s  under  
th e  a c t  which a re  n o t  based on good l e g a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  law and witch 
may s e rv e  o n ly  to  h a r a s s ,
LD 1 6 0 9 ,  An Act to  P ro v id e  Annual u p d atin g  o f  d e te rm in a t io n  o f
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nood under th e  AFDC p rog ram , D avies o f  Orono; C on nolly  o f  P o r t la n d *  
The r a t a b l e  r e d u c t i o n  p la n  a llo w s r e c i p i e n t s  to  e a rn  up to  th e  
d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  d e te r m in a t io n  o f  need and th e  a c t u a l  amount 
o f  th e  AFDC G ra n t .  This b i l l  xo uld a llo w  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  AFDC to  e a rn  
more* w ith o u t h a v in g  t h e i r  g r a n t s  r e d u c e d . (G ra n ts  th e m se lv e s  would 
n o t be l a r g e r . )
LD 1 6 0 9  and LD 13l;F (numbered 1 3 5 2  i n  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r ) a r e  e x ­
p e c te d  to  be h e a rd  th e  end o f  May.
TAXATION
JoAnne B ab co ck , C h a irp e rso n
F o r  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  o f  th e  Uniform P r o p e r t y  
Tax and S ch o ol Funding B i l l s ,  s e e  th e  V o te r .
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
B a r b a r a  A le x a n d e r ,  C h a irp e rso n
U p d a te :
LD 68ij. -  An Act C on cern in g  S ta n d in g  B e fo re  th e  Board o f  E n v iro n ­
m en tal P r o t e c t i o n  ( i s s u e  # 3 ,  p .  5 - 6 ) :  WITHDRAWN
LD 1 0 7 0  -  An A ct to  P ro v id e  f o r  C o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  Economic 
Im pact o f  D e c is io n s  Made by th e  Board o f  E n v iro n m en tal P r o t e c t i o n  
(Mast e r m a n  o f  M i l o ) :
The b i l l  was r e p o r te d  ou t o f  com m ittee w ith  a m a j o r i t y  O u g h t-ro t  
t o - P a s s ;  th e  House v o te d  to  a c c e p t  th e  m a j o r i t y  r e p o r t ,  but tlio Senate  
i s  showing some i n t o r e s t ,  and v o te d  to  p o stp on e u n t i l  May 6 .
Th e League OPPOSES t h i s  b i l l :
1 )  S e v e r a l  s t a t u t e s  a l r e a d y  a llo w  te s tim o n y  on economic b a s e s ;
2 )  The word 51 c o n s i d e r 11 i s  u n c l e a r  in  a l e g a l  c o n t e x t .
LD 6l{.6 -  An A ct to  A u th o riz e  a C i t i z e n  t o  I n i t i a t e  La.w S u i t s  as 
a p r i v a t e  A tto rn e y  G en eral to  P r o t e c t  E n viron m en tal Q u a li ty  (The 
League SUPPORTED t h i s  b i l l ) .
The House d e f e a te d  t h i s  b i l l  by v o t in g  t o  i n d e f i n i t e l y  p o s tp o n e .  
P le a s e  n o te  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  y o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  th e  r o l l  c a l l  v o te  
and e i t h e r  thank him o r  e x p r e s s  d i s p l e a s u r e .
NOTE: The m o tio n  was t o  i n d e f i n i t e l y  p o s tp o n e , A NO’ v o te  would 
have k e p t th e  b i l l  a l i v e ,  a YES v o te  was to  k i l l  i t *
Those v o t i n g  NO: 
D a v ie s ; D e x t e r ; Di amond 
H enderson; Howe; Hughes 
MacEache r n ;  M a s te r to n ; 
P e a rs o n ; P o s t ;  P r e s c o t t  
W ilfo n g ; Wood; Wyman.
B e n o i t ;  B l o d g e t t ;  B u s t i n ;  C la r k ;  C o n n o lly ;
; Dow; F o w lie ;  Goodwin, H , ; G reen; H a l l ;
; Je n s o n ; Kane; Kany; K e l l e h e r ; K e rry ;  L o ck e ;  
McMahon; M i t c h e l l ;  Moody; N a j a r i a n ; N elso n , N . ; 
; Quinn; S p e n c e r ;  T a l b o t ;  T ie r n e y ;  T r a f t o n ;
Those v o t in g  YES: A lo u p is ;  A u l t ;  A u s t in ;  B a c h ra c h ;  B a g le y ; 
B e a u l i e u ;  B e n n e t t ;  B e r r y ;  B eru b e ; B i r o n ;  B i r t ;  Boudreau, A.5 Boudreau*  
P , ;  Brown, K. L . ; Brown, K. C . ;  Bunker; B u rn s; B y e r s ;  C a r r i e r ;  C a r r o l l
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C a r t e r ,  D . ; C a r t e r ,  F . ; Chonko; C h u rc h i ll . ;  Connors; Cote;. Cox; 
Cunningham; C u rran ; Devoe; D rin k w a te r ;  Dudley; D urgin ; Du t r e m b le ;
E l i a s ;  F e n la s o n ; F la n a g a n ; G arso e ; G a u th ie r ;  - G i l l ;  G i l l i s ; Goodwin, K . ; 
Gould; G ray; H i c k e y ;  H ig g in s ;  Huber; H u n t e r ;  H u tch in g s ; Immonon; 
Ja c k s o n ;  J a c q u e s ;  J a l b e r t ; '  J o y c e ;  K i l c o y n e ; . L a f f i n ;  L a P l a n t e ; L e B la n c ; 
Levis-; L i t t l e f i e l d ;  L i z o t t o ;  L o u gee ; L u n t;  Lynch; M ackel; Mahanoy; 
M a r s h a l l ;  M a rtin ,  A*; M asterman; M axwell; M c B r e a ir ty ;  McHenry; McKean; 
McPherson; M i l l s ;  M orton; Nadeau; N elso n , M .; N o r r i s ;  P a lm er; P e l t i e r ;  
P e t e r s o n ;  P lo u rd e ;  Raymond; R id e o u t ;  R o l l i n s ;  S h u te ; S i l s b y ;  Sm ith ;  
Sprow l; S t o v e r ;  S t r o u t ;  S tu b b s ; T a r b e l l .; T a r r ; Teague; T h e r i a u l t ;  
T o r re y ;  T o z i e r ;  Truman; T w i t c h e l l ;  W h ittem o re ;
Those ABSENT: Bremerman; C a re y ; Greenlaw ; Ho b b in s ; P e a k e s ;  
P e r k i n s ;  T y n d ale ; V a l e n t i n e ; Mr. S p e a k e r .
LD 756  - - An Act R e la t i n g  to  S o l id  W a s te  D isp o s a l  (S e n a to r  P ray  
o f  P e n o b s c o t ) .
This b i l l  would m a k e 'c e r t a i n  t h a t  M ain e 's  s ta n d a rd s  on so lid , w aste  
d i s p o s a l  do n o t exceed  th o s e  o f  th e  F e d e r a l  Government*.
OPPOSE t h i s  b i l l  v e r y  s t r o n g l y .
The F e d e r a l  Government h a s  no laws oh s o l i d  w aste  d i s p o s a l ,  so, 
t h i s  b i l l  would r e p e a l  M aine’ s s o l i d  w a s t e  la w s .
This b i l l  r e c e i v e d  a n  Ought>- n o t L- t o - p a s s~ r e p o r t  from Com m ittee.
The H o u s e  vo ted  to  a c c e p t  th e  Committee r e p o r t ,  bu t th e  S e n a te  i s  
keep in g i t  a l i v e .  I t  h as  been ta b le d  t w i c e ,  pending f u r t h e r  amend­
ments by S e n a to r  P r a y ,  Fu rth er*  a c t i o n  i s  due May 1 0 t h .
CONTACT YOUR SENATORS IMMEDIATELY.
Now E. Q« b i l l s  o f  - I n t e r e s t :
* ► *
LD 1 5 7 3 ,  An Act t o  C o n tro l  C o n v ersio n  o f  S e a so n a l  D w ellings t o  
Y e a r-ro u n d  use i n  S h orelan d  A re a s ,  Sponsored by Nancy M a s te r to n  o f  
Cape E l i z a b e t h ,  T his b i l l  r e q u i r e s  com p lian ce  w ith  th e  Plumbing Code 
f  o r  a l l  d w e llin g s  t h a t  a r e c o n v e r te d  to  f u l l  tim e u s e ,
LD 1 6 0 5 ,  An Act to  En courage L o c a l  I n s p e c t i o n  Systems to  I d e n t i f y  
I l l e g a l  Domestic Wa s t e  D isp o sa l  U n i t s ; '  Sponsored by Nancy M a s te r to n . 
S t a t e  monies a re  p ro v id ed  a t  th e  r a t e  o f  $1 p e r  s e p t i c  system  i f  th e  
town ad op ts  an o rd in a n ce  to  r e q u i r e . i n s p e c t i o n  o f  a l l  s u b s u rfa c e  w aste  
d i s p o s a l  system s e v e ry  - s i x  y e a r s  and r e p o r t s  a n n u a lly  on th e  number o f  
m a lfu n c tio n in g  sy s te m s .
LD 1 5 5 7 ,  An Act t o ‘ Amend th e  Method o f  C o l l e c t i n g  C o sts  i n  th e  
Abatement o f  M a lfu n ctio n in g  D omestic Sewage D isp o sa l U n i t s ,  Sponsored  
by Mr. Bremerman o f  P o r t l a n d .  P e rm its  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  to  c o r r e c t  m al­
f u n c t i o n i n g  u n i t s  w ith a. r e v o l v in g  fund which r e q u i r e s  th e  homo owner * 
to  reim b u rse  th e  fund o v e r  a. p e r io d  o f  te n  y e a r s ,  thus a v o id in g  c o s t l y  
c a p i t a l  in v e s tm e n t .
N o te : A ll  t h r e e  o f  th e  above b i l l s  a re  sponsored by P o r t l a n d ’ s
C o u n cil  o f  Governments and r e s u l t  from e x p e r ie n c e  under th e  208 w a te r  
q u a l i t y  p la n n in g  p r o c e s s .  The League SUPPORTS a l l , t h r e e  b i l l s ,  which  
-are p r e s e n t l y  sch ed u led  f o r  h e a r in g  soon by th e  N a tu ra l  R eso u rces  
C o m m ittee ..
LD 1316,  An .Act R e l a t i n g  to  P u b l i c  U t i l i t y  E l e c t r i c a l  T ra n sm iss io n
pago hr
THE MAINE ACTION p a g e  5
L in o s  and Gas and O il P i p e l i n e s .  Rep, H a ll  o f  S a n g e r v i l l e .
Amends t he S i t e  L o c a t io n  o f  Development Act to  r e q u i r e  a p p ro v a l  o r  
d e n ia l  o f  th e  DEP b e f o r e  any lan d s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  such f a c i l i t i e s  a re  
ta k e n  by em inent domain, SUPPORT,
Update on some b i l l s  m entioned i n  p re v io u s  n e w s l e t t e r s :
S t a t e  Government: LD 13 -  An Act Amending th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  re d u c in g
th e  S iz e  o f  th e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to  99  
Members and E s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  S iz e  o f  th e  S e n a te  a t  
33 Members. WITHDRAWN
E l e c t i o n  Laws: LD 1 9 7  -  An Act C on cern in g  R e g i s t r a t i o n  on E l e c t i o n
Day ( I s s u e  # 2 , p ,  3)•  H earin g  h e ld  F e b . 2 3 ,  S t i l l  in  
co m m ittee .
County Government: LD 39lf. -  An A ct to  remove R e s t r i c t i o n s  on th e  Sale.
o f  County Com missioners who h i r e  f u l l - t i m e  County  
A d m in is t r a to r s  ( I s s u e  # 1 ,  p .  Ij.) VETOED
LD 223-221^ -225  ( I s s u e  y l ,  p .  I s s u e  # 2 , p .  2 - 3 )  
S t i l l  in  C om m ittee.
Human R e s o u r c e s : LD 2 0 0  -  An Act to  Amend th e  Maine Human R ig h ts
A ct ( I s s u e  # 1 ,  p .  3 ) .  H earin g n o t  y e t  s ch e d u le d .
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